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1 . Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 

I. Claims 1-38, drawn to compositions, classified in class 503, subclass 214. 

II. Claims 39-47, drawn to processes, classified in class 106, subclass 31 .23. 

2. The inventions are distinct, each from the other because: 

The composition of Group I can be made by a process other than that of Group II 

r 

(e.g., employ single polymer rather than a polymer mixture). 

3. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have 
acquired a separate status in the art because of their recognized divergent subject 
matter, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

4. In the event of the election of the Group I invention, the following election of 
species is also required. 

This application contains claims directed to the following patentably distinct 
species of the claimed invention: A thermo-chromic composition wherein the polymer is: 

a. poly (methyl vinyl etherjand polystyrene (claim 4); 

b. acrylonitrile-co-Oifcmethyl styrene one of and n-butyl methacrylate - co- 
methy, methacrylate, ethyl methacrylate, ethyl metracrylate -co- methyl 
metracrylate and methyl methacrylate (claim 8); 

c. acrylonitrile-co-styrene and one of te-caprolactone and methyl 
methacrylate (claim 9); 

d. bisphenol A carbonate and $6-caprolactone (claim 10); 

e. butyl acrylate and chlorinated ethylene (claim 11); 
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f. butyl acrylate and vinyl chloride (claim 1 1 ); 

g. butyl methacrylate and 2-(hydroxy hexafluoroisopropyl) styrene -co- 
styrene (claim 12); 

h. -caprolactone and chlorinated ethylene (claim 13); 

i. carbon monoxide -co-ethyl acrylate-co-ethylene and vinyl chloride (claim 
14); 

j. cellulose acetate and 4-vinyl pyridine (claim 15); 

k. chlorinated ethylene and ethylene-co-vinyl acetate (claim 16); 

I. chlorinated ethylene and methyl methacrylate (claim 16); 

m. chlorinated isoprene and ethylene co-vinyl acetate (claim 17); 

n. chlorinated vinyl chloride and one of chlorinated vinyl chloride and vinyl 

chloride (claim 18); 

0. o-chloro styrene and styrene (claim 19): 

p. o-chlorostyrene-co-p-chlorostyrene and 2, 6-dimethyl-1 , 4 -phenylene 
oxide styrene (claim 20) or p-chlorostyrene -co-o-fluorostyrene and 2,6-dimethyl- 

1, 4-phenylene oxide (claim 21); 

q. chlorosulfated ethylene and vinyl chloride (claim 22); 
r. 2, 6-dimethyl-1 , 4-phenylene oxide and one of o-fluorostyrene-co-p-fluoro 
styrene ,o-fluorostyrene-co-styrene and p-fluorostyrene-co-styrene(claim 23); 
s. dodecamethylene decamethylene dicarboxylate and vinyl chloride (claim 
24) or dodecamethylene dodecamethylene dicarboxylate and vinyl chloride 
(claim 25); 
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t. ethyl acrylate and vinylidene fluoride (claim 26); 

u. ethyl methacrylate and 2-(hydroxyhexafluoroisopropyl) styrene-co-styrene 
(claim 27); 

v. ethyl methacrylate and vinyl chloride-co-vinylidene chloride (claim 27); 

w. ethyl methacrylate and vinylidene fluoride (claim 27); 

x. ethylene-co-vinyl acetate and vinyl chloride (claim 28); 

y. ethylene oxide and oxyphenylene-sulfonyl-phenylene (claim 29); 

z. hexadecamethylene dodecamethylene dicarboxylate and vinyl chloride 

(claim 30); 

aa. 2-(hydroxy-hexafluoroisopropyl) styrene-co-styrene and vinyl methyl ether 
(claim 31); 

bb. methyl acrylate and vinylidene fluoride (claims 32 and 33); 

cc. methyl methacrylate and vinyl chloride (claim 33): 

dd. methyl methacrylate and vinyl chloride-co-vinylidene chloride (claim 33); 

ee. neopentyl adipate and oxy-2-hydroxytrimethylene -1 ,4- phenylene 

isopropylidene-1,4-phenylene (claim 34); 

ff. neopeutyl adipate and vinylchloride-co-vinylide chloride (claim 34); 

gg. oxycarbonyloxy-2,6-dimethyl-1 ,4 phenyleneisopropylidene-3,5- dimethyl- 

1 ,4 phenylene and styrene (claim 35); 

hh. n-propyl methacrylate and vinyl chloride-co-vinylidene chloride (claim 36); 

ii. styrene and vinyl methyl ether (claim 37); or 

jj. vinyl methyl ketene and vinylidene flouride (claim 38). 
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Applicant is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 to elect a single disclosed species for 
prosecution on the merits to which the claims shall be restricted if no generic claim is 
finally held to be allowable. Currently, claims 1-3 and 5-7 are generic. 
5. Applicant is advised that a reply to this requirement must include an identification 
of the species that is elected consonant with this requirement, and a listing of all claims 
readable thereon, including any claims subsequently added. An argument that a claim 
is allowable or that all claims are generic is considered nonresponsive unless 
accompanied by an election. 

Upon the allowance of a generic claim, applicant will be entitled to consideration 
of claims to additional species which are written in dependent form or otherwise include 
all the limitations of an allowed generic claim as provided by 37 CFR 1.141. If claims 
are added after the election, applicant must indicate which are readable upon the 
elected species. MPEP § 809.02(a). 

Should applicant traverse on the ground that the species are not patentably 
distinct, applicant should submit evidence or identify such evidence now of record 
showing the species to be obvious variants or clearly admit on the record that this is the 
case. In either instance, if the examiner finds one of the inventions unpatentable over 
the prior art, the evidence or admission may be used in a rejection under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) of the other invention. 
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Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must 
include an election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be 
traversed (37 CFR 1.143). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Bruce Hess at 
telephone number (571 ) 272-1 525. 



B. Hess/dh 
June 8, 2004 




BRUCE H. HESS 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



